
 

Hangar E, Denham Aerodrome, Denham, UB9 5DF, Bucks, UK. 
Tel: +44 1895 833373            www.HQAviationLtd.com            Operations@HQAviationLtd.com 

 
 

The Basic ‘How To’ Guide 
 

Helicopter’s Private Pilot License 
 



 

Hangar E, Denham Aerodrome, Denham, UB9 5DF, Bucks, UK. 
Tel: +44 1895 833373            www.HQAviationLtd.com            Operations@HQAviationLtd.com 

 
 

We usually recommend that people come and visit us at HQ here at Denham Aerodrome, to get a feeling for the HQ 
vibe. We are a bit different to other training schools in that we like to create a bit of a club atmosphere where 
pressure is kept to a minimum and enjoyment to a maximum. You’ll often find HQ’ers at Denham even if they’re not 
flying - just soaking up the atmosphere! This way you can check out the place and ask all of your queries in person too! 
 
Before we go through the course requirements & training syllabi, let me tell you a quick thing or two about HQ; 
HQ was setup by Captain Quentin ‘Q’ Smith, one of the most experienced helicopter pilots in the world, a current, 
twice World Winning Helicopter Aerobatic Freestyle Champion, World Record Holder and an icon within the 
helicopter industry , known amongst the pigeons as ‘THE Robinson Specialist’, among his accolades include World 
Circumnavigation by Helicopter, Renowned as the most Experienced Expedition Pilot in the World and the only person 
to fly exactly from the North to South Pole by R44 helicopter! The club/ school specialize in Robinson Helicopters, and 
have a fleet of over 15 Robinson Helicopters, to include the full trilogy of the R22, R44 & R66. All of our maintenance is 
conducted in house, and with 7 days a week operation & over 40 aircraft maintained here, we are a close knit, 
experienced, friendly and groovy team, and you can be sure HQ is a place you will be made to feel welcome.  
 
So, to join us in the wonderful world of Helicopter flying and see the world from above, to whisk your partner away on 
a romantic weekend, or fly your mates to various events around the country you will need to obtain yourself a Private 
Pilot’s License! 
 
Here’s how you do it; 
 
First things first, it’s a good idea to achieve your Medical Certificate. This determines if you can indeed be granted with 
a Pilot’s License in the first place, so for £200 and quick check-up with a local aero medical Doctor – it’s worth its 
weight in Gold to secure prior to any flight training! 
 
You will need to complete a minimum of 45 hours dual flight training in a helicopter of your choice; this is broken 
down into 35 hours of dual instruction alongside an instructor, and 10 hours of Solo flying. It can of course take a little 
longer, but this is the minimum. 
 
Along with the Flight Training, you will need to complete 9 Theoretical Knowledge Exams, these can be completed in 
house here at HQ, with no bookings or fees necessary, and can be prepared for by Self-Study and Distance Learning. 
The subjects comprise of;  
 
1. Aviation Law & Operational Procedures 
2. Human Performance & Limitations 
3. Navigation & Radio Aids 
4. Meteorology 
5. Aircraft General Knowledge 
6. Flight Performance & Planning 
7. Communications (PPL) 
8. Principles of Flight 
9. Operational Procedures 
 
Thereafter, you can sit a Radio (Communications) Practical Exam, also here at Denham, in order to obtain an 
Aeronautical Radiotelephony License; this is something you practice during both your flight training and ground study. 
Taking no more than 2 hours, it’s only a simple test, composed of an ‘Aeronautical Oral Exam’ with another Pilot 
approved to conduct the test. 
 
Once all of the above has been attained, and you have reached a suitable level of safety with your flying, an instructor 
will recommend you for the final test - named the License Skills Test - this is an approximate 2 hour flight conducted 
with a Flight examiner of whom you haven’t flown with before, comprising of everything from general handling to 
emergency procedures, to show your readiness to be a PPL (H) holder. Successful completion of this test makes a 
qualified Private Helicopter Pilot! 
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As with anything, there are the annoying costs; as follows; 
 
R22 Flight Training per Hour pro rata - Dual (with Instructor) - £275 
R44 Flight Training per Hour pro rata - Dual (with Instructor) - £440 
R66 Flight Training per Hour pro rata - Dual (with Instructor) - Enquire 
Ground Exams - £0 (only here!) 
Radio Practical Exam - £65 
License Skills Test - £300 
Class 2 Medical - £200 
CAA Application Fee - £185 
 
All fees - plus VAT unfortunately! 
 
Courses are conducted all year round, and are can be customized to suite each individual - there is no ‘set’ times or 
dates, and you can complete the course in as little or long time as you like.  
 
“For once you have taken flight you will walk the earth with your eyes turned skywards, for there you have been and 
there you will long to return” - Leonardo Da Vinci 
 
The ‘official’ need to know/ requirements to obtain a PPL (H) are as follows; 
 
An applicant for an EASA PPL (H) shall be at least 17 years of age; however some of the required qualifications for the 
grant of the licence may be gained earlier. Applicants should ensure that any qualifications gained earlier will still be 
valid at the time they plan to apply for the grant of the license. The validity periods of training, examinations and flight 
tests are covered in this document. Student pilots may act as Pilot-in-Command from their 16th birthday provided 
they act only in accordance with instructions given by a flying instructor; hold a valid EASA Medical Certificate.  
There is no minimum age for dual instruction, but any received before the age of 14 is not countable towards the 
experience requirements specified in this document. 
 
An applicant for an EASA PPL (H) shall have completed at least 45 hours flight time as a pilot of helicopters. This must 
include the training requirements specified below. 
 

 Minimum 25 hours* Dual Instruction on Helicopters, must include 
5 hours Instrument dual instruction time 

 Minimum 10 hours Supervised solo flight time on Helicopters, must include    
  5 hours Solo cross-country flight time, must include: 

One cross-country flight** of at least 185km (100nm), during which full stop landings at two 
aerodromes different from the aerodrome of departure shall be made as per JAR-FCL 2.125 (b) 

 
* Reduced to not less than 20 hours where an applicant has been credited for Pilot-in-Command flight time on other 
aircraft. 
** The cross-country flight should be regarded as a single planned exercise including landings at two intermediate 
aerodromes and completed during the course of a single day.  
 
Ground based theoretical knowledge examinations contain multiple-choice questions for the most part and are 
normally conducted under the auspices of a Registered Facility or Flight Training Organization. An applicant shall be 
deemed to have successfully completed the theoretical examinations for the EASA PPL (H) when awarded a pass in all 
of the above examinations within a period of 18 months counted from the end of the calendar month when the 
applicant first attempted an examination. A pass will be accepted for the grant of an EASA PPL (H) during the 24 
months from the date of successfully completing the theoretical knowledge examinations. 
 
So, there you have it; the basics of ‘How To’ obtain a Helicopter Private Pilot’s License. 
 

Any other queries - just give us a call on the numbers below! 


